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Plunge into 2026 and Make a Splash for Local Kids!  
 
 
WRIGHTSVILLE BEACH – Registration is underway for the 11th Annual Wrightsville Plunge, a New 
Year’s Day Plunge into the Atlantic to support local youth!  
 
Participants may Plunge at 12 p.m. or 12:30 p.m. and are encouraged to arrive early, as shuttles will 
run from Wrightsville Beach Park starting at 10 a.m. Each year thousands of community members from 
first-time Plungers to longtime participants line the beach in quirky costumes, ringing in the new year 
with a splash and a shared commitment to student success. In recent years, the event has drawn well 
over 1,200 participants and countless spectators on New Year’s Day.  
 
Registration includes your choice of a t-shirt, trucker hat, or beanie and access to family friendly 
festivities. In true New Year’s tradition, the Plunge features music, games, a costume contest, fun photo 
ops, and a festive ticketed afterparty offering craft beer, pizza and music.  
 
All proceeds support Communities In Schools of Cape Fear (CIS). Through its work in 34 local public 
schools across New Hanover and Pender counties, CIS offers academic help, after-school programs, 
mentoring and mental health support to help under-resourced students stay in school and thrive.  
 
 
WHAT: Communities In Schools of Cape Fear’s 11th Annual Wrightsville Plunge 
 
WHEN: January 1, 2026. Activities kick off at 11 a.m. with Plunges at noon and 12:30 p.m. and a 
ticketed afterparty at South End Surf Shop 
  
WHERE: Wrightsville Beach’s Crystal Pier (703 S. Lumina Ave., Wrightsville Beach)  
 
DETAILS & REGISTRATION: www.WrightsvillePlunge.com 
 
WHY IT MATTERS: All funds raised benefit CIS’s efforts to keep more than 33,000 local students 
on the path to graduation. The Plunge represents a fun and unique opportunity for the 
community to come together, celebrate the New Year and invest in the future of our region’s 
youth. 
 
 
 

### 
 

 
Communities In Schools Cape Fear places staff directly inside 34 targeted, high-need public schools to work with vulnerable 
students and those with the greatest risk of dropping out of school. Student Support Specialists link students and their families 
with resources including mental health counseling, tutoring, attendance monitoring, mentoring, afterschool programs, and 
community partners to serve their basic needs. 
 

 
CONTACT: Kendall McGee Englehart 

Communications Manager, Communities In Schools of Cape Fear 
704-996-2546 kendall@ciscapefear.org 
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